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PRESIDENT BIO SHOWCASES AGRICULTU RAL SU CCESS ENCOU RAGES CITIZENS
TO EMBRACE AGRICULTURE FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH

In a major demonstration of commitment to agri-
cultural development, His Excellency Dr. Julius
Maada Bio (G.C.RS.L.), President of the Republic
and Commander-in-Chief of the Republic of Sier-
ra LLeone Armed Forces on Sunday, September 15,
2024 successfully participated in a harvesting ex-
ercise at his private farm located in Mafintha, Wa-
terloo - Masiaka Highway, Koya Chiefdom, Port
Loko District.

The Event was intended to set an example of leader-

ship and underscores the President's dedication
to the country's Food Security Agenda. During the har-
vesting, President Bio highlighted the benefits of local ag-
riculture, urging Sierra Leoneans to support home-grown
products. He emphasized that engaging in farming should
be viewed as a viable business opportunity and encour-
aged even those without professional backgrounds in ag-
riculture to participate.

"I am involved in farming to inspire more Sierra Leoneans
to consider agriculture seriously,"” President Bio stated.
"The Feed Salone Initiative is a national program that we
should all embrace, regardless of our political or regional
affiliations."

.' 4
His Excellency Dr. Julius Maada Bro displaying farm products

In addition to the fish harvest, the President show-
cased the farm's poultry section, where Poultry Con-
sultant, Petemaa Sheriff, revealed that the operation
produces an impressive 7,600 eggs daily. He an-
nounced plans to expand production, noting that the
farm utilizes 100% organic, locally produced feeds to

ensure hlgh quallty eggs for households.




PRESIDENT BIO SHOWCASES AGRICU LTURAL SUCCESS ENCOURAGES
CITIZENS TO EMBRACE AGRICULTURE FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH
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His Excellency Dr. Julius Maada Bio on an inspection tour on vartous produce at his farm including the poultry products

Petemaa Sheriff also shared that the farm provides S

and youth training in poultry management.
technical services for those interested in various agri-
cultural ventures, including fish, vegetable and poultry The event has provided a blue-print and resonates
farming. Services offered include local feed production, with the President's commitment to the fulfillment of
chicken processing and packaging, vegetable cultiva- food security in Sierra Leone in his private capacity.

tion, small and large ruminant raising
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His Excellency Dy. Juliies Maada Bio and his Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Henry Musa Kpaka displaying therr catch
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Dr.  Mohamed Juldeh
Jalloh, Vice President of
Sierra Leone has
Thursday 12th September,

2024

on
launched the
Strengthening Resilience
in Food Systems Trans-
formation workshop at the
Bintumani Hotel Confer-
ence Center, Aberdeen in
Freetown.
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Dr. Henry Musa Ipaka, Minster of Agriculture

& the Hon. Tice Presitdent, Dr

Mohamed Juldel
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In his keynote address, Vice President Jalloh empha-
sized on the need for coordination and the building of
connection among various stakeholders, noting the vital
role of Ministries/Departments/Agencies (MDAs), devel-
opment partners, and civil society.

He re-echoed the need for coordination in order to
achieve the aspiration of transforming food systems, add-
ing that coordination is the most important and critical
element in the systems. He also stressed that the only
way to work using a systemic approach is to function as a
whole through coordination.

He informed the partners about Sierra Leone overwhelm-
ing dependency on food importation, noting that food im-
portation contributes a significant portion of the country
total imports especially rice. He said the dependence on
food importation is affecting the cost of living and domes-
tic food production.

The Honourable Vice President revealed that poor rural
households are more likely to suffer from food insecurity,
particularly people in far-remote areas like Falaba with
rough road network.
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He said the reality of road network affects food sys-
tems through the progressive increase in the prices of
food commodities.

Dr. Jalloh stated that transforming food system is not
just a priority but an imperative for the Government
of President Bio. He revealed that the focus of the
“Feed Salone” initiative is to increase agricultural
productivity and economic growth, reduced the coun-
try’s reliant on food import, and then placed nutrition
and food security at the center of Sierra Leone
healthcare delivery indicator. He expressed optimism

for the achievement of food system sustainability as a
government and stressed on the need to strengthen
food system resilience.
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VICE PRESIDENT JALLOH LAUNCHES FOOD .SYSTEMS TRANSFORMATION
WORKSHOP EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR COORDINATlON
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The Tice President, the Minister and key partners at the National Stakeliole

ers Workshop

The Honourable Vice President disclosed that the
“Feed Salone” programme is going to provide multiple
opportunities to build transformative food systems,
further revealing the increase allocation of budget from
two (2%) percent to seven (7%) to agriculture.

He also informed the gathering about the significant
progress in the increase of local food production like
onion, and the progressive reduction in food importa-
tion especially rice by 33%. He described the progres-
sive reduction in food importation as one of the objec-
tives of the “Feed Salone” initiative of the government,
noting that government would do more with the scal-
ing up of food production activities.

Vice President Jalloh said that the important value of
the workshop was on food systems by supporting food
production and utilization in the context of scaling up
production and become climate sensitive. He
buttressed the need to transition from utility to
productivity energy in order to support and scale up
production, transform food system, and ensure that

the production line is climate sensitive.

He called for the investment in renewable energy and
transition of the country to a low carbon energy source in
order to produce greenhouse gas emission and build a cli-
mate resilience and sustainable energy sector.

Dr. Henry Musa Kpaka, Minister of Agriculture and Food
Security informed partners about making the “Feed Sa-
lone” initiative different from just food production to im-
proving the knowledge base of children. He identified poor
road network, electricity as some of the things that are to
be put in place for the success of the food initiative. He
disclosed that farmers can invest in agriculture if there are
good roads in far farming communities, electricity and
good irrigation.
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MAFS ENGAGES PARTNERS AND STAKEHOLDERS

ON WORLD FOOD DAY AND FEED SALONE ONE-YEAR CELEBRATION

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Se-
curity (MAFS) on Monday , September 30,
2024 held a meeting with partners and key
stakeholders to strategize on mobilizing
resources for the upcoming World Food
Day and the celebration of the one-year an-

niversary of the Feed Salone programme.

II’I his opening remarks, the Minister of Agriculture

and Food Security, Dr. Henry Musa Kpaka, welcomed
the new Senior Permanent Secretary, Mr. Prince Cole,
and expressed his gratitude to President Julius Maada
Bio for launching the Feed Salone programme during
last year’s World Food Day in Pujehun. This timing, he
noted, made it particularly fitting to commemorate
both events together.

Dr. Kpaka stressed the importance of celebrating World
Food Day, stating that it would provide an opportunity
to showcase the Ministry’s achievements over the past
year. He assured the President of the National Farmers
Federation of Sierra Leone, Madam Yatta Sama, of the
Ministry’s commitment to fully supporting farmers and
ensuring a successful and vibrant celebration. The Min-
ister encouraged farmers to bring a variety of local pro-
duce, as this would be one of the criteria for the Best

Farmer award during the event.

The Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Mad-
am Princess Dugba, also expressed her commitment to
supporting the Feed Salone initiative. She emphasized
the importance of collaboration across ministries to
realize President Bio’s vision of making Sierra Leone
self-sufficient in food production.

st

of Aericwlture, Dr. Henry Musa Kpaka and Team

T he Ministed
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Madam Yatta Sama, President of the National Farmers
Federation, highlighted the ongoing activities within
the federation, including the much-anticipated Farm-
ers' Night Show, all aimed at ensuring a successful
World Food Day and Feed Salone celebration. She re-
vealed that 60 booths will be set up, providing farmers
with the opportunity to showcase and sell their prod-
ucts to potential buyers.

The meeting concluded on a positive note, with the
newly assigned Senior Permanent Secretary Mr. Prince
Cole, urging all Sierra Leoneans to set aside political
differences and unite in making the one-year celebra-
tion of Feed Salone and World Food Day a success.

The Minister of Youth Affairs Mohamed Orman Ban-
gura and Deputy Minister Il Sahr Hemore were in

attendance

1e World Food Day preparation meeting




STORIES FROM

THE FIELD

The Rural Finance Scheme has not only supported agri-
cultural development and rural enterprise growth but
has also immensely contributed to education, especially
in the rural communities across Sierra Leone. From
providing access to finance, quick response loans, finan-
cial education (Resource mobilization and resource man-
agement) assets acquisition to creating entrepreneur-

ship opportunities for teachers across the board.
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ISRAELLA SALAMATU MUSA A CHAMPION OF HUMAN
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT IN NIMIYAMA CHIEFDOM,

KONO DISTRICT

Before the establishment of these Rural Financial
Institutions (RFls), it was difficult for most teachers to
meet their financial needs. In some instances, even their
salaries were delayed because heads of schools had to
travel at length to collect wages and other administra-
tive costs far from their location just to run their differ-
ent schools. However, the creation of the banks has
brought much respite and has elevated their financial
status to an admirable position in their various commu-
nities through financial services.

One such shining example of the impact of the RFCIP
Rural Finance scheme on the lives of teachers could be
found in the person of Israella Salamatu Musa from
Nimiyama Chiefdom in Kono District. Salamatu is a
teacher, an advocate for girls' empowerment, and a
clergywoman. She had a difficult start in establishing the
very first nursery school in her community (Nimiyama
Chiefdom). However, given her passion and sheer deter-
mination to introduce nursery education which she real-
ized was a felt need in her community, Salamatu could
not rest until her dream came into fruition.

In a bid to align her thoughts with action, she embarked
on her journey despite her financial deficiency at the
time. With the little she had, she started enrolling pre-
primary kids to kick start the school session.
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Lraella Musa. Champion of Human Capital Development
i Wono District

Initially, it was difficult to raise money to pay the sala-
ries of the tutors as the number was not encouraging
which meant only little funds were raised that could
not meet the expenditure needed to run the school.
To meet the financial needs of the school, Israella had
to travel to Freetown to raise some funds from her
family members to meet the initial expenses of the
newly established nursery school.

As the idea of nursery schooling became fashionable
in the community the number of pupils increased ex-
ponentially which proportionally expanded the finan-
cial base of the school. During this time the Nimiyama
Community Bank had just been opened and the bank
staff were out in the community to encourage com-
munity members to use the facilities of the bank. She
was advised to open an account for the school with
the bank to qualify her to benefit from the facilities of
the bank. Her first approved loan from the bank was
used to start a construction of a school building for
the kids, as they were using a makeshift building for
classes.




STORIES FROM
THE FIELD

ISRAELLA SA
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT IN NIMIYAMA CHIEFDOM,
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MATU MUSA: A CHAMPION OF HUMAN

KONO DISTRICT

Haven completed the initial setup of the school she
then realized that going forward she needed to em-
power herself to be able to properly manage the run-
ning of the school. She approached the bank for an-
other loan to support her education which was even-
tually approved. She used the proceeds from her

newly qualified status as a teacher to repay her loan
whilst also expanding her school infrastructure

through an additional loan from the bank.

With the support of the bank this phenomenal wom-
an who started as an unqualified teacher has evolved
into championing education in her community. She
has attained a diploma, bachelor’s degree, and double
Masters from the University of Sierra Leone (Fourah
Bay College). She has used her newly acquired educa-
tional status to raise more funds for her school pro-
ject.

Through her hard work, she has expanded her school
project to include a primary school and a church
building to support education and the preaching of
the Gospel in that part of the country. In addition to
empowering herself through education, she has also
acquired 5 acres of land which she intends to use for
the construction of a boarding school

-
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“If you want to make a
change in your comumunity you,
first of all need to change the
mind-sets of the people
through the acquisition of

knogyledge and empowerment”

to be used for exclusive girls' education and vocational
training to address the alarming rate of dropout and teen-
age pregnancy in her community.

Before the opening of the bank in Nimiyama Chiefdom, it
was difficult to see qualified female teachers and also very
difficult for teachers generally to upgrade themselves be-
cause of limited opportunity to embark on further studies.
This was as a result of their poor income earnings and the
absence of any financial services to enable them to embark
on such venture. The bank has created enormous opportu-
nities for personal growth and development. In just over
five years Salamatu has ensured that 85% of her teaching
staff have acquired higher education with support from the
bank through salary loans. In addition to their enhanced
educational capacity, most of these teachers who started
as volunteers have now become regular income earners
and proud owners of assets such as land, houses, and oth-
er valuables in the community.

Apart from being a proprietor of a school in her communi-
ty (Nimiyama Chiefdom), she is also a facilitator, a preach-
er of the Gospel, a focal person for the Sierra Leone Teach-
ers Union in Kono District. She also serves on different
boards including World Vision International and Nimiyama
Community Bank to name but a few.




STORIES FROM

THE FIELD

The impact of the 11-year civil war and the
Ebola epidemic on the lives of Sierra Le-
oneans could never be forgotten in a hurry
as these twin disasters had a telling effect
on their livelihoods. However, despite its
negative impact it has also showcased their
resilience in the face of difficulties and their
ability to turn around difficult moments into

positive outcomes.

M adam Hawa Ngaujah is a widow who lost her hus-
band during the war in Sierra Leone and moved to neighbor-
ing Guinea to seek refuge. Even when the war came to an
end she refused to go and resettled because the loss of her
husband had a telling effect on her and her large number of
dependents. However, when the dust finally settled and re-
construction kicked in she decided to resettle in Pendembu
Town with her children, sisters, brothers, and their offspring
to start a new life after the war years. Unfortunately for Ha-
wa, she had another devastating blow during the Ebola
scourge as she lost all her eight brothers during the outbreak
leaving with her all their own families to be looked after.
These twin disasters devastated this widow as all her sup-
porting labor force disappeared like a mist leaving her to sink
into more misery. Nonetheless, despite the huge task she
inherited from the demise of her eight brothers she did not
lose hope but dusted herself from her misery to rise to the
occasion of caring for over 20 dependents as a single mother
on welfare.

Despite her huge responsibility, Madam Hawa has proven to
be resilient and focused on her duties very well. Amid all the
crises this woman has proven to be made of a substance. She
used to live in a Veranda room with all her dependents
whilst doing petty trading to earn a living for her struggling
family. With the opening of the Pendembu Bank, she ap-
proached the bank for a loan to kick start her own business.

PENDEMBU COMMUNITY BANK: TRANSFORMING A
PETTY TRADER TO A BUSINESS MAGNATE

S issUEl02SEPTEVRER, 2024

Fortunately, her initial loan of 3,000 New Leones
was approved by the management of Pendembu
Community Bank, which she then invested in a
palm oil business. She bought a total of ten ‘Bata’
Palm oils from Pendembu Town and its environs
which she eventually took to neighboring Guinea to
look for a better price. With a good start, she was
able to repay her loan on time. Her quick repay-
ment created access to more loans which means
more liquid cash to expand her business.

-,
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STORIES FROM

THE FIELD
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Madam Hawa Ngoujah Drspmymg her drums of Pafm 0il ready to be taken to Guinea

Her story is the epitome

of the resilience of rural

people to transform their
lives, families, and the

cominunities tbe_y Ve,

From a humble start, Madam Hawa is now a Palm
oil magnate in Pendembu Town who has distin-
guished herself as an international trader with out-
lets in Guinea, Liberia, and Mali. She now buys 100
Drums of Palm Oil weekly which she then trans-
ports to neighboring countries where she has es-

H’I

tablished customer base. have agents in
Pendembu Town and surrounding villages who
purchase large guantity of palm oil to meet the
demand of my customers in Liberia, Mali, and

Guinea. | do shipments every week through loaded

trucks out of the country”

Madam Hawa posing before her newwly constructed House

With the support of the Pendembu Community Bank,
Madam Hawa has acquired wealth through business
loans that she utilized judiciously. From a small veran-
da room, she has built 5 houses in Pendembu includ-
ing a newly constructed 6-bedroom modern house
building. She has provided a college education for her
children and the ones left behind by her eight broth-
ers. Her life is a glaring example of hard work, perse-
verance and sheer determination to rise above misery
and making a difference in family and society at large.

Her dream is to make a mark across the sub-region, a
journey that she has started already and making great
progress on through her well-established palm oil
business.

With support from the Pendembu Community Bank,
this widow has been able to transform her life from
despair to audacity of hope through access to finance.
Her story is the epitome of the resilience of rural peo-
ple to transform their lives, families, and the commu-
nities they live.
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THROWBACK

DOES NOT MEAN INABILITY ”.

2016 THE CHIEF SAMUEL QUIWA'’S STORY REVISITED

With a staff’ on his left and cutlass in
his right hand, Chief Samuel Quiwa
pushed his way in the milling room.

“Welcome Massa,” the chairman
greeted. “He 1s our chief and key
member of the ABC,” the chairman

In his late fifties to early sixties, though
blind, Chief Samuel Quiwa is a respectful
farmer and section chief of one of the sec-
tions in the Fiama chiefdom in Kono dis-
trict and a member of one of the farmer
based organizations attached to the Fiama
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Chief Samuel Quiwa (blind) a revered farmer and section chief in the Fiama chiefdom

Agricultural Business Centre (ABC).

It took a while for me to make a decision on
whether to have the chief interviewed on his abil-
ity to do farming as physically challenged person.
As if he had read my mind or that he was waiting
for such opportunity, he just answered ‘yes’ when
| requested his consent to interview him. | now
take you through what came out of the interview.

“l am proud to let you know that, though blind |
can still do my farm work. These include, brush-
ing, clearing and you name it, because | don’t
want to beg in the street,” he explained.

“l hate begging,” he emphasized. “Begging be-
littles one’s dignity. There is dignity in labour, that
is why | do farming,” the chief said.

Despite his condition, Chief Quiwa is entrusted
with big responsibilities in the ABC. He is chairman
of one FBO, adviser to the ABC management to
name few.

“l am very happy with my people. They respect me
and | work in the interest of them. They have em-
powered me to show to the world that being physi-
cally challenged does not mean, inability,” he said.

For those of his counterparts practising street beg-
ging, chief Quiwa lamented that, laziness is the key
reason behind their acts. “It sad that many of our
colleagues are lazy, not ready to work, instead cling-
ing to street begging as a trade. You need to work,
as long as you have the strength and health,” the
chief said. Chief Quiwa’s story is a challenge not on-
ly to his colleagues physically challenged, but all
those who go with the view that it is the govern-
ment or those ‘up there’ that should create the
magic to feed them.

So, if the blind could work to feed himself and his
people, why not the able? For he who does not
work must not eat; “No food for the lazy”.
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